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627 June 17, 1898 

On account of the plague case at Suez, the sanitary council has called 
the attention of the representatives of the shipping companies to the 
fact that their vessels, in case they touch at Suez, run the risk of being 
quarantined in Egypt and Europe. The council of health furthermore 
resolved to add to the ship's pass the following remark: "A case of 
plague reported in hospital at Suez, in the person of a fireman taken 
from a ship arriving from Djiddah." 

Greece. — According to advices of April 25, vessels arriving at Delos 
from Djiddah must undergo a ten days' quarantine. The time occupied 
in the voyage shall not be taken into account in the quarantine. 

Netherlands. — By royal order of April 30 the law of December 4, 
1872, for protection against contagious diseases is extended for another 
year on account of plague. The law went into effect May 8. 

Turkey. — In consequence of a decision of the Superior Council of 
Health at Constantinople a ten days' quarantine is ordered for arrivals 
from the coast of the Hedjaz between Yambo and Lith. Prohibition 
of the pilgrimage is again deferred. 

SMALLPOX. 

Danish Antilles. — According to official advices of May 3, a fifteen 
days' quarantine is ordered against arrivals from Puerto Cabello. 

BRAZIL. 

Sanitary reports from Rio — Etiology of beriberi. 

Eio de Janeiro, May 10, 1898. 

Sir : In spite of all my endeavors, it was not possible to obtain correct 
statistical information concerning the mortality during the last week. 
As already stated, the statistical office suffers from internal difficulties, 
which prevent the regular working up of the matter. The possibility 
of a definite solution of this question between the statistical office and. 
the hospital of Santa Casa de Misericordia has not yet been realized, as 
was hoped. 

According to the newspaper publications, there occurred during the 
week ended May 6, 390 deaths from all causes, 14 deaths from accesso 
pernicioso, 53 deaths from yellow fever, 34 deaths from different fevers, 
and 9 deaths from beriberi. 

In my last report I laid stress upon the fact that beriberi has become 
here an endemic sickness and deserves most consideration. In the 
message, with which the parliament some days ago was opened, the 
president, speaking about the sanitary conditions of the union, has also 
designated yellow fever and beriberi as those two diseases whereto the 
government is obliged to direct its attention. 

Some days ago Dr. Francisco Fajardo made to the Academy of Medi- 
cine a communication, accompanied by microscopical preparations, and 
he thinks he is on the track of the cause of beriberi. Dr. Fajardo is a 
well prepared and earnest colleague, and I am well acquainted with him. 
Dr. Fajardo has made his studies in the beriberi hospital on 52 sick 
persons, including 6 necropsies. He found in the red corpuscles of the 
blood a form of Plasmodium which can be colored highly. With 
regard to the morphological qualities this haematozoa has great resem- 
blance to the Plasmodium malariae. There are also formations of pig- 
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ment, principally in the liver and spleen ; however, in the blood, it is 
seldom met with. The resemblance to malaria is evidently recognizable. 

I beg to observe that I have seen in my practice from time to time 
persons who are declared by other physicians to be suffering from beri- 
beri, but whose disease I considered as cases of a paludal infection. 
Of course I only refer to the subacute and chronic forms of beriberi, 
in which the symptoms of the polyneuritis are not so evident, and the 
symptoms of a dyscrasia and of the cedema appear more evident. The 
differential diagnosis is so much more difficult, as the change of the local- 
ity or a sea voyage has a good result on both malaria and beriberi, and 
consequently the logical conclusion "post hoc ergo propter hoc" falls 
short here. 

At all events, I thought it convenient to refer you to the above, so 
that eventually competent examiners, who have the opportunity for 
such studies, may devote their attention to this important aetiological 
question. 

Since last report, the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : May 7, steamship Olbers, Bel- 
gian, for New York ; steamship Manitoba, British, for New York. May 
10, steamship Kaffir Prince, British, for New York ; barkentine St. Lucie, 
American, for Brunswick. 

Respectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, 

Acting Sanitary Inspector, JJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Bio de Janeiro, May 18, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit official report for the week ended 
May 6. 

There were 373 deaths from all causes, an increase of 8, as compared 
with the foregoing week ; 18 deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease 
of 2 ; 54 deaths from yellow fever, a decrease of 7 ; 3 deaths from typhoid 
fever, an increase of 2 ; none from whooping cough, a decrease of 1 ; 
8 deaths from beriberi, a decrease of 6, and 59 deaths from tuberculosis, 
an increase of 9. 

There occurred during the week ended May 13, 378 deaths from all 
causes, 15 deaths from accesso pernicioso, 53 deaths from yellow fever, 
35 deaths from different fevers, and 13 deaths from beriberi. 

Information. — We have now passed from the summer season to the 
regular winter season. It happened this year very suddenly. The 
daily maximum temperature before was 30° C. on an average. It has 
fallen to 22° C, caused by the change of the wind. The want of rain 
and its disagreeable consequences, however, still continue. Yesterday 
we had a shower, but it was far from being sufficient to exercise a salu- 
tary influence. 

The state of health has generally much improved, but yellow fever 
continues in a lesser degree, and, as it will always be observed at the 
end of the season, the later cases are almost all fatal. It may be stated 
that under the conditions here prevailing, of the different forms in 
which yellow fever generally terminates fatally, in this last epidemic 
the form with anuria was by far the most frequent. Cases where death 
occurred by hemorrhages, affections of the heart (myocarditis), with 
important joint action of the cerebral nervous system (meningitis) were 
proportionally rare. 

It has been observed this year more than ever that people who had 
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lived in Eio many years, and were therefore supposed to enjoy a 
degree of immunity, became victims of yellow fever and died. 

Although strangers and men, who only staid in Eio temporarily, 
formed the largest percentage of the fatal cases, many inhabitants and 
some natives as well were attacked and died. 

Children up to 6 years of age born here in Eio suffered from yellow 
fever this year in an extraordinarily severe manner, half of the cases 
terminating fatally. 

Some months ago the sanitary authorities here were informed that 
the cattle plague (Texas fever) had made its appearance. A committee 
was appointed to make the necessary examinations. According to 
their published report the fear at that time was exaggerated, the exist- 
ence of epizootic was verified in one stable only ; however, no certain 
opinion about its character could be given. 

On account of the great extension of consumption within the popula- 
tion, the committee recommends to the authorities on this occasion to 
direct their attention to tubercular disease of cattle, and to apply Kochs' 
tuberculine for diagnostical purposes. Further particulars in this 
direction I reserve for one of my next reports. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : May 12, bark Areola, Norwegian, 
for Brunswick, and bark Schwanden, Norwegian, for Savannah. May 
14, steamship Bicla, British, for New York ; steamship Lucina, British, 
for Philadelphia, and schooner Fritz Renter, Norwegian, for Mobile. 
May 16, steamship Concordia, French, for New Orleans, and bark 
Beilona, British, for Ship Island. May 17th, schooner Thomas Hilyard, 
Dutch, for Mobile. 

Eespectfully, yours, W. T. Havelburg, M. D., 

Acting Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

TURKEY. 

Suspected case of plague at Smyrna. 

Department of State, 

Washington, D. C, June IS, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that our Minister at Constanti- 
nople sent to this Department on the 11th instant a telegram saying 
that there was a suspected case of the plague at the Smyrna lazaretto. 

Eespectfully, yours, William E. Day, 

Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Canada— Manitoba— Winnipeg.— Month of May, 1898. Estimated 
population, 7,985. Total number of deaths not reported. Diphtheria, 1, 
and measles, 1. 

Bahamas— Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended May 20, 1898. Popu- 
lation, 1,472. No deaths. 

Governors Harbor.— Two weeks ended May 21, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 1,500. Total deaths not reported. No deaths from contagious 
diseases. 
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